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This is the colurmn in which
I nibble at the subject of
books and “iagazines. I do
not have space to cover
overy issue of sone magazines; SO
I hove taken & representaive two
copies of New Worlds at which to
nibble.

New Worlds:No 187: This has on
orticle about Dali written
by Ballard which is richly
illustrated by reproductions
from Dali's work, I adnire
Dali's paintings and turned
to the text with interest. I
gained sone knowledge fron it
but little ejoynent; os always,
whet I take to be Ballord's
conceit, ruins his writing for
ne, Jemes Sellis is writing
about the novel and the way
thet it will go in the future.
He quotes the history of lite~
ernture behind the writer eos
he sits down to his task- and
I wonder if he thinks one
could not be a good writer
todny without this knowledge.
Typical of Sallis' own style
is..."They want to produce
neither fragnents of personal
visions nor novels that seen



Nibblings 2

all method, each reminiscent of charts, like those a woman keeps for her
menstrual cycle', .How odd, I think, of all the charts that can be kept -
for a man to choose this one! Sallis is a bit short on clear and simple
statements but I've nailed one down:~ "For the new fiction is a fiction of
misdirection: it points one way and happens another". I must say it is a
very helpful statement as one approaches the fiction of NW, The authors
are engrossed with the end of the world- I wonder if this stems fram the
feeling - after I die - how can the world go on? There are certain words
that appear frequently such as "spermatozeand "metastasis". Norman Spin~
rad writes a piece that has a word or two standing alone at intervels like
'pacification'. This strongly reminded me of a 'Laugh-IN' running gag. I
thought thae best piece in this issue was an article by Moorcock on Mervyn
Peake; which has some photographs that cannot have appesred elsewhere, A .
poem by Peake is quoted whose last line is "Nor greed nor fear can tear
our faith apart, ‘When every heart-beat hammers out the proof. That 1life
jtself is miracle enough". It is the only hopeful statement I've seen in
NW and is what I rall writing.’

New Worlds:No 188 :
Thig issue announces the retirement of both Moorcock and Platt from the
editorship. Lead story is by Moorcock A CURE FOR CANCER., This features
Jerry Cornelius snd is to be continued. It is supposed to take place in
1970 and is sn action-packed parody of the Bond style--but naturally with-
out the explanations for any of the action. The opening scene in the roof
garden of Derry & Toms has its emusement——but the continual switches does
not involve me;l began to become bored, I don't mind suspending my belief
to follow an author but this one really lost me at the opening scene, It
finished by having Jerry climb up into a helicopter after a gun battle and
I could have happily followed him, Only Mike had to add the touch of
having the ladies left behind vainly itrying to obtain tea and ~presumably-
starving to death in a gentecl fashion. That, said I to myself when I
reached this part, is Mike buggering about. At the panel discussing New
Wave writing at the Oxcon Lucie-Smith quoted an old-time SF story and asked
how we could belieye this? When 1 asked the panel how then I could be ex-
© pected to believe this Derry & Tom episode, John Brunner answered loftily-
You just don't understand en alternate world!", Well, it's a fact I don't
believe in this alternato world! The rest of the stories in this issue I
would sum up as being of the doom, gloom, and boom boom variety..they sure
are a pessimistic lot! One thing I would like to praise in MW is their
review section; the standard there is cxcellent, NEW WORLDS can.be ohtained
at 5/~ each or 60/-(108);<1y:271 Portobello Road.London.W.11.

Cosmos:No 1:Science-Fantasy Review,obtainable from 115,Wanstead Park Rd,
Cranbrook, Ilford .BEssex.2s or 35¢, Yearly rate-24s or $4.50. Monthly, The
editor is Walter Gillings. Older fans will recall that he is a professional
journalist(newly retired)who entcred fandom in 1927 and who published TALES
OF VONDER Britasin's first shilling ST magazine. There is an artiele that

. describes the beginning of a new SF magazine VISION (F TOMORROW which will
be published in June, John Carnell writes his work with NEW WRITINGS IN SF,
Tim Stout discusses horror films; and Geoffrey Giles described the progress
of the SF Book Club., There are also book reviews, Highlight is undoubtedly
Arthur C.Clarke writing about 2001,.and his reactions to the revicws of the
film, This megazine has mede a great start and deserves support.


Cranbrook.il
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Well, now to some books..

Binary Z:by John Rankine, ‘obson Books. 2ls. This is the story of the head~
master of a secondery modeéTn school, Excavators in the school grounds have
revealed a black ovoid which has apparently lain there for ages. It is
Hartley, the headmaster who recognises that there is a binary number on the
ovoid and so christens it Binary 2., The story is composed of two strands-
attempts to deal with the ovoid which appesrs to be indestructible; and the
headmaster's reflections at the idea of his school becoming comprehensgive,
T wish I knew more sbout the educstional setup and the coming changes; I'd
be better able to check if my unsympsthetic feeling towards the views of
Hartley are justified. The attempts to deal with the ovoid and the love
affair betwcen Hartley and one of his teachers are not so much interwoven
as marching side by side. An unusuel book for the SF genre,

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep: by Philip K.Dick, Rapp & Whiting,zls.
The year is 1992 and Earth is covered with radiocactive dust. For those
that remain life is really weird--hardly eny animals left alive so that the
possesion of a live--instead of artificial--pet is the abiding obsession of
Rick Decard, bounty hunter, An absorbing novel, full of new concents, and
told in a compelling fashion., A& book to rcad for a second time to ensure
you have grasped all that happens to Decard and why Barth is in such a mess,
Also liable to make you think zhout how precious lifc is, and to eye your
pet with renewed appreciation. There is a cult called Miercerism" which
involves the use of an 'empathy machine' that is intriguing. And what is
it that Decard hunts? Wild androids!

These Savage Muturians:lLy Philip E.High.One could not complain of a lack

of ideas in this book; but I got the feeling that there were just too

many! An Earth dependant upon disposabls with a very short life; and the
resultant chaos when this broke cown. Seientists who remain hidden in

order to get the culture ahead again. An ssland of technology which uses
whole villages as laboratory tesis to find a stable culture. There is even
an alien element towards the end of the book, The protagonist, Robert
Ventnor, becomes a rather colourless character in the process of telling

all this. He starts as & member of one of the villages marked out as having
a dengerously high ability for gadgeteering, For this he is to be destroyed
but mansges to escape and so meets up with the men of the title. Whilst the
characters are all very uninteresting; the ideas about the shaping of cult-
ures are more provovative, Dobson Books. 1%s,

The still, small voice of trumpets: by Lloyd Biggle Jr. I enjoyed this story
very much for here the hero, Forzon, is likable, interesting end his ideas
of what is worthwhile in life are excellent. This is the story of a culture
which is being manipulated by a team itrying to make it fit for membership

in the Galactic Federation, This must, however, be done by underground
methods - and the team has been trying unsuccessiully to foment revolution
for four hundred years. How Forzon tries e different solution which uses
the people's love of beauty makes & very exciting and satisfying story.

Rapp & Whitineg, 21s.

Stand on Zanzibar: by John Brumner, I do not think it possible to review
this without mentioning dos Fassos' "U.S.A.7 as STAND ON ZANZIBAR uses a
similar construction, It is an exceedingly useful way to show a whole
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culture — and one can only wonder that no SF author has thought of using
it before. FElsewhere I have read that one could read this book in three
parts..the main plot,.the tcontext'...and the 'happening world',.but I
enjoyed reading it as the author intended. I would not praise one part
above the others., The three strands are skillfully woven to show what
1ife could well be like in the 2lst century. The three main characters
are full of life end absorbing to read about., There is Norman House the
negro who has become 8 successful teorporation' man; and who then finds
that there is a far more rewarding job for him to do in Africa, &here is
Chad Mulligan, a sociologist who detested his world so much he dropped
out; yet in the end could not stay away. He too rises to the challenge
of what is happening in Africa,.and also to working with the computer
Shalmeneser., Really, Shalmaneser could be counted as a main character
too! Lastly there is Donald Hogan the character to whom I at first felt
most drawn; and whose tragedy I found most saddening. He is the one who
practises the art of synthesis and is paid by the government to do nothing
but read. There are heaps of other characters whose lives help to fill
out the picture of this world with men on the moon; advanced computers;
advanced medicine; and yet people who must sleep on the ‘streets in New

- York, A vastly over-crowded world..the action moves from New York to
Africa and back and always the details are cumulative and convincing.

The things that Brunner forsees - the changes in fashion, drugs, marriage,
speech, are logical from present-day trends., I am immensely impressed by
this book and cannot praise it too highly.

Cogmog:No 2:Address and rates as before. This issue has another varied
Tist of contents. It starts with an article on No 1 Fan,Forrest J.ikerman
Then a parson writes on the thought that it is time tthat the Church end its
jeaders took notice of what the sf writers are saying." There is a short
Oxcon report followed by &n article on author John Beynon Herris,.better
known, of course, as John Wyndham. Efficient book news and reviews and

a page for the bargain nunters and collectors. The cover features a photo
of Anne McCaffrey,

Bthel Lindsay
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A special message to British readers....

Have you voted yet for TAFF?

The deadline is May 3lst,
The number of votes that has come in for the last few campaigns has been
pitifully small from this country. Please try to make our total better
this year, TAFF is a Good Thing. -

and while you are at it
Vote for Eddie!
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Challenge to Reality by John Macklin,H-108,60¢, This is the eighth in
series by Macklin: so his collections of ghost strories must be a good
seller. Each collection has about forty stories.

Subspace Explorers by Edward "Doc" Smith. H-102.60¢. Maybe I ought not
To admit it but this is the first Doc Smith story I have read. This is
a real SF old-timer; the action is fast and the whole of space is the
background, Deston meets Barbara and discovers that they are both
psionic, There is war on Farth and war in space and plenty scope for
them to meet action.

Edgar Rice Burroughs.Master of Adventure by Richard A.Lupoff .N-6,95¢€.

Not being much of & Burrough's fan I was pleasantly surprised to find
this highly readable, Probably because it is very well written and has
an objective approach to the subject that is refreshing. The pattern

of Burrough's books is covered in an interesting way. In citing possible
sources for the ideas of Burrough's this book gives a lot of information
about early SF. There is also a biography by H.H.Heines and it ends with
a useful Checklist.

The Dempn Breed by James H.Schmitz,B-105.60£4.ACE SPECIAL. This is an
adventurous tale of a young woman pitting her wits against enemy invaders
——and alions at that. She is trapped on an island where the invaders are
preparing to take over the planet, How she foils the enemy with the aid
~ of mutant otters is imaginatively told.

World of the Starwolf by Edmond Hemiltan.G-766,504. This is the third in
a series which features Morgen Chane and tells of his return to his home
planet Varna and his efforts to set in mobtion a scheme to steal o fabulous
treasure. High adventure, humour, and a hero who is red-blooded.

Ace Double,..Code Duello by Mack Reynolds and The Age of Ruin by John M,
Faucette, H-103.604, The first is good fun - a secret service team is
sent to Firenze to deal with an underground novement which is preventing
progress on the planet. The fun lies in the tea: sent-~2 pack of six
people each endowed with specinl talents. 1 enjoyed ~ost Jerry, whose
special talent lay in the fact that he is always lucky. The title comes
fron the fact that Firenze has a culture much preoccupied with 'honour!
and liable to duelling ot the drop of a hat. Fast paced nlot. The second
half of this Ace Double is an after-the-Bomb story told in the fantasy
style T dislike. On' the first poge..."I,Jahelazar of the purple locks,
sprang awske, a sinewy arn reaching for Chernac, the Throwing Sword...."
I just gan't read stuff like that.




Ace Paperbacks

The Tin Men:By Michael Frayn: 81290,60¢, The satire in this is very sharp;
it is funny and witty and ouite outrageous. The characters are as grotesque
as any in GORMENGHAST, The setting is that of a research centre for the
study of computers; where men are solemnly considering--computeriged ethics;
computerised newspapers, computerised sport, and even computerised pornog-
raphic novels! "There aren't too many variations after all," There isg
something here for nearly everyone; whatever you may dislike about life
today you will find that Frayn has teken a savage dig at it, Now I laughe
ed most at the notion of a computerised newspaper with files of stories to
be used such as the "I plan to give away my baby says Mother-to-be," No
doubt other aspects of this computerised comedy may make you laugh. On the
other hand if you think of Cricket as rather a sacred subject,.you mey cry!

The Left Hand Of Darkness:by Ursula X.,LeGuin, It's quite a while since I've
read of a planet that truly seemed so alien. It is called Winter and it
really makes you shiver with cold to think sbout it! This world ig first
seen through the eyes of Genly, the first Envoy to the planet and he is able
to describe it's whiteness and the cold that the natives take for granted.
Estravan is the native who also tells part of the story. Estraven; like all
the irhabitants, is neither male nor female,.but so used are we to thinking
only in these terms that it was well towards the end of the book before I,
like Genly, would recognise this fact. In describing how this lack of sex—
ual differentiation effects the culture, the author produces a haunting tale

of human relations. This is descriptive and perceptive writing at its very
best. Ace Svecial. 47800.95€,

The Unfair Fare Affair:By Peter Leslie. A Men from U.N.C.L.E. book. This
one conzerns the abducticn of Mr Waverly and the subsequent adventures of
Solo and Illya in tracking down an organisation specialising in the tran-
sfer of wanted men. 51701.50£. No 18 in the series

Envoy to New Worlds:by Keith Laumer:20730,50¢, This is the first book about
the adventures of Ketief; and it is really a collection of short stories.
In them he starts as s Vice-Consul in the Corps Diplomatique of the Terres-
tiral Embassy and ends as a First Secretary. Not that he moves up the
ladder by conventional behaviow,,.anything but! Amusing and inventive. -

Ghosts of the Golden West:by Hans Holzer:28620.60€ A collection of ghost
stories told in some detail by an author who firmly believes in them,

The Planet Wizard:by John Jakes,67060,60£. This tells of two planets in the
days after the fall of a great Galactic civilisation. One planet is sunk
in poverty and superstition. The other contains the machines that could
guide men back to scientific learning and decent living. The first is
called Pagstora and the second Lightmark. From Pastora goes Magnus who
fakes wizardry to tarde; his daughter Masya and her admirer Robin, With
them is Catto, descendent of the former Manager of the machines, Catto

is the one with the dream to restore the working of the machines and so
gain power. Yet Magnus is really the one who sets the knowledge free. &n
interesting adventure story. '




N

~ Ace Paperbacks 3

Flovers for Algernon and Other Stories:9th Series of the Best From Fantagy
‘and Science Fiction, Edited by Robert P.Mills, 05448 .60£€, The one in the

" 4itle is the best known, of course, and it is good to have it here in such
a handy collection, Other suthors who are represented are Heinlein,Tenn,
Bester, and Sturgeon. The most poignant is Sturgeon's THE MAN WHO LOST THE
SEA. One couldn't pick out ono and say 'that's the funniest' for it isn't
that sort of collection. The one I received most enjoyment frem though,
untinged with any sadness was FLR FROM HOME by Walter S.Tevis, & delightful

" tale of how a whele got into an Arizona swimming-bath and a small boy got a

wish,

The Green Millennium/Night Monsters:by Fritz Leiber.hce Double.60£, The

first half of this is of good lengthjtaking up 4 of the book. It is the
tale of a green cat and some very keooky characters. Phil, the hero, isn'%
particularly unusual, in fact he's been rather ¢ dull young man, till he
meets the cat., As fast as this cat jumps into Phil's arms and you think
al]l is well..some character pinches it .from him and he's off on another
hunt for it. In the course of his adventures he meets up with Jack and
Juno Jones the male-female wrestlers, Moc the red-haired gengster, Mary
and Sacheverell the weird-cult couple, and last but not least Dion end
Dytie the strange peir who had brought the green cat to Earth, Fast-paced
and amusing., The second half consists of 4 short stories., The 'straight’
ghost story I'¥ LOOKING FOR JEFF impressed me the most. The one called
THE BLACK GONDOLIER which seems to substitute oil for deros, impressed me
the least., Worth getting for the green catl
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Dobson Books issued another in their SF series..just as I thought I was
finished with the boocks for this quarter, Just enough space to nip it in
here..,.

TIME TO LIVE: by John Rackham. Dobson Books.18s, This opens with & bang..
a man in a speeding vehicle which is alien to him and which he cannot
control, a man who has amnesis, and who is rescued by an alien when he
crashes the vehicle, To all intents and purpcses this man is Jim Harts
at least according to the photograph in the identy card he carries. He
then discovers he is wanted for murder, You may guess some of the twists
of this plot; but I'11 venture to wager you do not guess them all. The
other mein character is the alien Kalmede Aporia; and the relationship

. - between the two is kept interesting and lively. I enjoyed this mainly

pecause the characterisation is good. It left me wondering what happened
next!

Ethel Lindsay.



_ Fodlers oWy AN BE Many wchepos pnd ddked af Vi Walwie
Ol DLA RS they sell. Tall, short, sauve, ewkward, agressive, timid,
v smooth, incoherent -- you neme it and there's ons to fit,

I But despite their being such a motlsy crew, they're not es
exctic as their predecessors of bygone days. No longer
H A\/E the horse-drewn cert with the bagful of megic == or the
essential service;  whet we got todsy 1is a stream of people
_ selling insurance, logs, lace, pegs and other indiscriminate
KN OWN perephenalia. And meny don't even ccame to the door Them=

‘selves but prefer to bs long range pedlars, punping edvert
iging meterial through the letter box.

However, of those who do come s-knocking a few are out of the ordinary
either in approach or in what they ere selling, and leave you with a greater in-
sight of the world at large as a reault of their calling. Generally all you
get is further evidence of the depths to which a human being cen sink, but
occassionally there arrives at your door samsone 1ike the young wvaccuum cleaner
salesman who visited us one dey.

_ He was only ebout 17 years old and this was obviously his first selling

- job o= lured, no doubt, by pranises of wealth beyond ete. Anyway, he got off
to a good start by getting our neme right {almost) which showed that he wes
willing to work at it. After making sure Wwe knew of his Company, he leunched
into a long stereotyped spiel ebout the megnificence of the mechine. Only to
be told, when he stopped for breath, thet we already had one., A fleeting look
of defeat and dejectedness passed over his face; but he hed been well trained
end his teacher would have been proud of him, He immediately tried to get me
to trado in our elmost now clesner for exactly the same model. I was sstounded
et the sheer cheek of it, snd after throwing him out I wondered if 1 should have
cot his avtograph, for all I can say is "Look out Mr, Hoover", :

But this sort of inspiring contact rarely takes place in any dealings with
pedlars, Eore often it's e battle of wits and will power ~- and sheer cunning.
You heve the man selling brushes who lays out all his wares on the doorstep end
thon rings the bell. When you open the door you are confronted by a heiry
keleidoscope and a vaccuous little-boy grin, eppealing for approvel, Cen you
refuse to buy, negeting such obvious effort? In these circumstances it is ve=
comnended that you send your wife to the door; she inveriably hes had much more
experience of this sort of attack and feels no compunction, no pang of conscience
es she firmly closes the door.

On the other hemd, the male presence is preferred when the visitors are
diddicoys. These quasi~gipsies will invoricbly bang on ths door with their
7ists desmite the presence of an adequate bell and/ or Imocker, They will stend
Lhere and glare at you, and spit out beligerantly "Buy e piece of lace/bunch of
f1lowers/bundle of pegs", all at exhorbitemt prices, and add aminously "for luck".
The only luck you ere likely to get, however, is that they will go sway and
leave you alone - for the time being at any rate.

A hardy annual is the religious pedlar., These came in a variety of



depths and denominations, but with one thing in common -- Salvation. This is
their product; they are all selling Selvation, same at a price which is diffa
jcult to determine, scame at the very econcmical price of 4d a copy., This lot
is the emsiest to get .on with; if you're in the mood you cen spend meny happy
hours having them explain their product to you, if not they will gquickly go
away. ' .

¥
<

One of my most memorable encounters with the peddling fre.tarniiﬁy wes in
connec’cio'_n with the sub~apecies Insurance. One morning we received a most orne
ate lotter belling us that we had been nominated as members of same society, and
a comittee member would be caming round to interview us to see if we were good
enough to join. On making enquiries we found thet this society was nothing
more then an insurance company. Annoyed at' the underhend epproach we waited
for the 'committee membert. " ' '

; He came; & tall, well dressed, suave individuel sporting a luxwriant
heiry growth benesath his nose. He was so impecebly, but casuslly dressed that
most people would have felt scruffy, ewkwerd and et e distinct disedvantege in
his presénce. At the time, however, I was doing a building/pltmbing job in the
house, end greeted him with my hair full of rubble, plaster end spiders, end
wearing disgusting trousers and a sweater which had embitions of being a string
vost.  He held out his hand and I took it with my £ilthy pew (I wouldn't have
sheken hends with me if I'd been him).

He was so glad that we hed been ncminated as members of his society and
if we had a few moments to spare he would tell us what it entailed. "It's
en insurance compeny, isn't it?" I said., Recovering his composure remarkably
quickly, he seid that it wasn't reelly en insurence company; it was scmething
more than en insurance campeny; it was, well, yes it was an insurence campany,
but & very good oms, and wouldn't I like to hesr ebout it? A voice from the
kitchen seid "We're not interested, we don't went eny', “But the bengfits are
very good in cases of sickness and in old ege" he said. I explained the
principles of the Welfare State and told him I was paying the Government quite
sufficient already, thenk you, "Ah, but we have a mervellous scheme for
orphans" he said, in a trump card sort of voice. In a serious tone I told him,
"We haven't got any orphens."” He went away.

I often greet with horror reports of the results of high pressure sales-
menship, but in some ways I would be sad to see the methods ruthlessly supp-
ressed. If you meke up your mind right at the outset, the exponents of high
pressure pedling cem be used as a wit sherpening diversion, and if you don't
have TV they sre almost indispensible. So next time the pedler-men cames
a=knocking at your door, don't kick him out —-- exploit him,

JOE PATRIZIO



Robert Coulson "Well, I certainly wbuldn't have called THE FINAL

Route 3 PROGRAMME realistic, Anthing but. And I even
Hartford City gathered that it was supposed to be humerous, though
Indians, 47348 I didn't find it so. For someone who is telling

other people to relax and enjoy life, Moorcock takes himself and his humor
awfully seriously. A&nd his huwor suffers from it; I don't know if he does.
I agree with Singleton's comments on erotica, but after readlng Spinrad'
material in various fanzines, I emphetically disagree with Yeter's assump~
tion that Spinrad didn't expect his readers to be shocked over his wordage.
The more shocked they are the better he likes it...Tell Gray Bosk that the
first volumn of Harry Warner's fan history is supposed to be out from
Advent by April,l5th., However a fan history is hardly what's needed; @
sort of general compendium of fandom, including history, mores,etc. would
be more useful. In fact, what is needed is an ACE book titled THE IMPROB-
ABLE FANNISH by Walt Wlllls. To date Eney's FANCYCLOPEDIA has been the
best item available, but it's too compartmented for the job I envisionm,.,
If Andy Porter is correct that NyCon had no Spanish members it's somewhat
of & shock to me because I was under the assumption that I'd sent in the
money for Dr Dupla's membership, Maybe they never got it, US postel
service being what it is, but at least one Spanish fan tried to become a
member. I thinlk you're wrong in your definition of "World" conventions,
however. A World Convention in which every faon in the world participates
is impossible. (Make that''attends" rather than "participate'i)A World
convention is-one which is sunported and attended by most of the fens ir
the world, Where most of the fans in the world live in one country, then
World and MNational conventions are synomymous, This is not longer true,
of course, but it was true for most of the history of World Conventions,
and the lag between extended fsnac and a cnhage in the Worldcons is 51mp1y
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the inertia that influences sll humen activities....I cen't enlighten you
too much about the WSFS, but 1 keep hearing mentions of it and I guess it
still exists, somewhere, Maybe after being defeated in the open it went

underground .***Dave Kyle told me that the biggest fandom anywhere in the

world now—is in Japen. Now if they hold a Worldcon because of that—are

they entitled?***

Sid Birchby WEredictably, 'The Old Mill Stream's' remarks, or
40 Parrs Wood Ave laments, about whatever happened to the Dream, has
Didsbury aroused fennish feelings. I don't propose to add

Manchester ,M20, QND to vhat has already been said, but mey I say some-
thing about the decline of the specifically fznnish Dream, which is al-~
ways a sad thing to observe in a Truefan, and absolutely ghastly to en-
counter in oneself. It does seen to me that if I were entering fandom

for the first time today it would arouse much less sense of wonder than

at one time. I don't say that the fans would be less interesting, but
that SF itself would not seem much to become excited over. As far as 1
can remember, 1 began readipg SF for the not unusual reason of Escape;
that is to say, for the fascinating Worlds of If thot it opened up..Part
of the delight, I think, wes the feeling that, although these worlds

were posaible, there wesn't really much chance of achieving them; they'd
be most uncomfortable, anyway. There they were...the worlds of space
travel, time trasvel, other dimensions, and the like,,.heautiful to look
upon, like so many scap bubbles glittering in the sun, and to weave dreams
upon, of a grandeur heyond anything in the everyday world. (and don't ask
me just how one goes about weaving on a soap bubble!) Ferhaps one knew
thst actually to grasn one's dream was not possible., Who, after all,
wants a hendful of wet suds?....Yet meybe that 1is what we are left with
today, There has been just enough scientific progress since then to make
our bubbles go pop in our collective faces, but not enough to sustain the
myth-meking instinct that is an important part of the human make-up. Myths
die, said Jung, when they no longer live and grow; and one myth that is
most grievously ailing todsy is the belief that Science will go on and on,
opening up new worlds of wonder to us all.™**je1]l I personslly would like
to live till I was 100 just to see...*™*

Archie Mercer "Your point to Andrew "Pineapple WPorter sbout World
10 Lower Church Lane Cons being essentielly national Americons under an
St Michaell's erroneus title is & good one. However, things have
Bristol ,BS2,8BA probably gone too far by now for the simple recogn-

ition of this fact to clear everything up with everybody going happily
their various ways. Pity, really.....The thing I really want to comment
on is your own "Natterings", about age-divisions in fandom. One could
almost be forgiven for suspecting that you were deliberately exaggerating
your feelings in order to try to match enuivelant statements from some of
the younger element, I remember the party at Platt's to which you refer:
I spent most of the time in the company of Chris Priest,Mary Reed, Fete
Weston and Deff Sewell, so you'll have tc excuse my wondering what age-bar
you were talking about....Howover, in a nore general sense, and you under
stand I'm trying to say this in the nicest possible way - we're all ten
years older than we were ten years ago, If we were 30 thean, we're 4O now.
And in many ways this does make a difference. A 30-year-old and a 25-year-
s1d are on far more equal terms than are 2 /0-year-old and a 25-year-old.
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If one is going to let this be important, then the older one gets, the more
cut-off from the young one is going to feel, One of the things I like about
fandom - when it's functioning properly - is that things like ege, classg—
background, even nationality, are of less importance than such matters as
jnterets and opinions....fou query what Mike fishley has done to eern the
title "Britain's Mr,Fandom®. Very recently, since his family circumstances
changed in fact, he's done nothing vigibly at all. For the couple of years
before that, however, he was gverything, Masterminded at least two fanzines
_YERON and PLINTH - the former running to large-sized issues. Written
stories, orticles, skits, things in general - hardly a British fanzine of
the late PaDS era used to appear without at least one Mike Ashley contrib-
ution therin, Their quality varied, of course, but the standard was over-
all surprisingly high. He also did a lot of indexing and checklisting on
the side - PLINTH was mainly devoted to the results of this, If you heven't
been receiving the fanzines with his work in, you may or mey not be the
poorer for the loss - admittedly, they were never Golden Age zines, with
too much cruddy artwork and amateur fictlion. But they were the zines of
their time, and Mike Ashley was in every direction one looked . ** 1 think
1111 leave my comrents on your comments about the age-gsp thing till I get
to NATTERINGS; I want & bit of space for thatl As to Mike Ashley..l gather
that what you are saying is that in the world of PaDS he was the big fish,
But how big was the world of PaDS in British fandom? Surely Mr FPandon for
Britain would be known to gll fandom there? When PaDS first started I did
get some of the zines; I found it hard to say in HAVERINGS anything kind
sbout the "cruddy artwork and emateur fiction'".,and they stopped coming
very quickly. So I must teke your word for the era you mention, ***

Mervyn Barrett "Don't think I cen agree with feter Singleton about this
179 Valm Lane observation that people who continually use the word,
London ,NW2 Puck" have limited vocabularies and can't express them-

selves any other way, I mean, this might be so but it seems to be present-—
ing an opinion, admittedly a widely held one, as truth,i,e, that the best
vay of expressing oneself verbally is through the use of a large vocabulary.
I don't think this is necessarily so. Given such an excellent word as “fuck"
to use one is capable of all manner of communication and self expression.
Tt's nll e matter of how it is used, surely. I think it is a fucking marv-
elous word, myself, I really do. I had a friend who used to use it a lot
and to excellent effect but graduelly this business of 'limited vocabulary"
and stuff got to him. We were in the Green Parrot and it was a Saturday
night and they'd just closed and so we were eating steak as was our habit

on Saturday nights after they'd just closed and this wes back in the days
when they closed at 6, Billy Greham was in New Zealand at that time on his
first crusade there, My friend, Jack Richardson seid to me, helf way through
our meal, Mervyn, I've made a decision for Christ."” I just looked at him.

He was serious. "It was at the church at Wainui O Mata, They had his talk
relayed and played in the church through loudspeakers. They had counsellors
there too end when he said to people to come forward I thought, its now or
never snd so I went forward. I've decided to give up using the word, "fuck","
Naturally I just broke up completely. I went around telling everyone about
it and getting the same reaction that I'd had. "Hey Alan, Jack Richardson's
mede a decision for Christ., He's going to stop saying, “fuck","What? Christ,
hetll have nothing to say." Well Jack stonped saying it for about a week, ]
don't think he was able to stop himself doing it for even that long. But,
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anyhow, that wasn't part of the decision. Chris Friest's letter: I get
very pissed off with people who live outside the United States criticising
the cost of the fLipollo Project. Even in what could be called serious dis-
cussion there seems to be this extraordinary tacit viewpeint than can be
summed up as, "Cur money belongs to us but fmerica's money belongs to the
world. ", ,When you talk about the age gap between older and younger fans,
Ethel, you meke the gap larger and more real, It's kind of like saying,
“Why, Negros are po different to anybody else as far as I'm concerned, "

To make a sweeping generalisation or two the difference is not a matier
of age so much as a matter of personality groups. £ lot of older fans -
were basically pretiy introverted tyves I'd say., They got into fandom

and made contacts through letters and later through persconal meetings and
got confidence in themselves probably eventually found that they got along
easier with mundane types too. Usually fandom was the only and all con-
suning interest at the beginning but later interests expanded beyond fan-
nish things through getting to know other fans and finding out that they
were develo~ing interestsbeyond fandom. I 1ike to think that the new,
younger fens come in without the personslity hang ups that our age group
night heve had and thet therefore fandom is just another outlet to them

- not the outlet, Because they are lsrgely uninterested in older fannish
things and 'traditions® doesn't mean that they ere any less fans. Things
such as fanspeak, or numbercd fandoms or old time feuds aren't terribly
interesting to anyone who wesn't involved in them. &And there is the cult
ural revolution you know.,..™**That sure was a sweening generalisation.,
to imply that all older fans had some personality hang-up, ¥*#

Billy Pettit n_,.comment on John Brunncr's letier. Before T got any
further L want to say that I sgree with John's conclusions and fecl he is
on the right track, He quotes Liebling thst half the population of the

US lived in » town with only one newspaper. Since I could only remember
one city where that was the case, I had to check it. I used the 1965
Informstion Please ~lamanac. Goine down the list of the 50 largest citiles
only three had but one newspaper. These cities did not represent 50% of
+the population, but. only about 70 million people out of 200 million. How-
ever all of our major cities have huge suburbs and combined with the so-
called Sun(weekly regional papers)editions, I don't think you can say or
prove that half of the Americans can only have one newspaper delivered
deily. Especially not with the mega-cities now forming, where you never
really leave a metropoliten area as you drive down the coast of the East
or West, Next is the tv station relationship to the population. This is
even gore favorable, I used the Vhite's radio log for this and went down
tho lists till I found cities in each part of the country that had but one
station. Their aversge pooulation was under 15,000, ind granting tv the
minimum range of 50 miles that a cheap set can still pick up successfully,
the figure of half just doesn't come ~lose. 1 think I can prove with a
map,slmaenac, and tv log that 75% of the US population can view two or more
stations. And this is assuming that people will read nothing or view noth-
ing unless it is local.,..John is trying to use this to say that the ‘mer-
ican public is controlled by @ small monied group besause they have to
read locally and carnot become aware of the world in general. It is a nice
concept and backs up his theories; but it just ain't so, Why does he
ignore redio when radio can have a normal effective range of 200 miles on
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a 1ittle portsble? In Billings, a city of 50,000, I used to buy NEW WORLDS
on the stends. I can hardly do that now in London, With 2 home-made radio
T logged 40 states and 18 countries, It is ridiculous to treat hmerican
communication as backwards or inefficient. I could use other arguments
here too. The US phone system, where you gen directly dial any place to
any other place across three thousand miles. Compare that wvith the diff-
iculty of going from London to Ireland or Scotland. & telephone exchange
1ike that is hard to censor. OCompare library statistics and see how many
imerican libraries have more books than the British Museum and what the
bookrate per capita is in Burope and fmerica.....But in essense, John is
right., The statistics don't tell everything, For example how meny of °
these newspapers are owned by & chain and have their overall policy dict-
ated by one or two people? They don't show how many v newscasts come
from the reporting of two or three small groups of newsmen. ind the mag-
a zine circulation figures don't consider how many people can't/won't
read, The Amsrican news media is tightly controlled, But it is not con-
trolled likc Yohn wants it, by being scattered, local and inefficient. It
is controlled by being tightly organised, super-efficient, and originating
from @ very small number of sources. We could go further, but this is a
minor point in John's letter....It onnoys me no end when people in Europe
tel1l me how bed our news media is, Even those like John who have seen
much of our country. It annoys me because I can see how atrocious your
own media is., Granted, the English have huge newspeper circulation fig-
ures. But their pepers arc among the most chauvinistic in the world. I
have to buy three or four deily to read even small news items concerning
Burope, the Middle Bast and imerica. The newspapers here in London simply
do not carry any information about the outside world unless it is_bad. A
good example was the recent election, They told who was elected Fresident
but how sbout the half of the House and third of the Senate that went
through elections? What were the names of the new govenors and their
parties? For this, I had to go to relatives in the states to cut out art-
icles for me. The Englis newspapers,{with the occasional exceptlon of the
Times)are the most limited in scope I've ever seen, The people who usually
rave about English papers are the same ones who swear there is no segregat-
- ion or starvation in England. You can show them for rent signs szying No
Coloureds, and they will deny it is segregation,...That is why it annoys me
so damn much. This country has the same problems that imerica does, some
worse some better. But try to get an Englishman to admit any fault with
his own way of life. They are full of criticism for other countries, but
so goddamned blind to their own faults that it becones frustrating to even
talk to them. I have seen s few letters from John mentioning our racial
problems, and they are damn serious problems. But he has never once ment-
ioned, even in passing, Wolverhampton. But then it is Englichand English-
men aren't prejudiced, Not even a little bit., Everybody laughs at Enoch
Powell, Why he is no more & serious person than George Wallace.,.Sorry
Ethel, but I just get so damned shook at the blindness of some people here,
Really, it is like being home, The same problems, the same people denying
there are problems,..But back to John's letter. One thing I cannot let
ctand unchallenged is his stotement that Jews were being denied admission
to holidey resorts in Florida. I want some damn proef of that statement,

I want hinm to also explain how the religion of tourists was checked, and
how many suthenticated cases he con prove or show information on., &and
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when he has proved how badly the Jews in Florida were trested and segre-
gated, let us talk about the current regulations concerning Commonwealth
immigrants, Or sticking to the Jews, let us talk about the British actions
from 1940-1948 concerning Jews. How many were allowed to stay in England
after escaping from Hitler? Did your papers tell of those whose boat was
sent back to the continent before Normendy? Did you ever see pictures of
the British prison camps in Cyprus? How nany Jews did British sailers
and soldiers kill in Palestine? God, you criticise an isolated case of
perjudice that happened at a time when your country was killing people.
. ...There are other statements in the letter I would like to jump on, but
I think this is enough. Because I agreec with John's conclusions, The US
is in & very bad condition of sickness now, The evils of & hundred years
are now festering in open wounds. The country 1is falling to pieces and it
won't take the end of the century to do it, We are going to be mighty
lucky if we have 20 years leoft. .nd here I say we beceuse the world is
too close and too small today for isolstion to work. When omerica goes
down, it is going to drag half the world with it, asnd that is the real
tregedy, because some peoples are solving the problems posed., dnd there
is a lot of innocence that will be hurt along with the .merican guilt.,
The current cconomic problems indicate how close we are tied to Frange and
Britain, ind they to us, ind as for countries like Sweden and Denmark
that are maling reasonsble progress in democracy/socialism, take away
their English and .mericen markets and they too will come, Or worse, be
in the middle if somc silly sob in the White House has a bad dream and
pushes the button...Il don't think the dream, pardon Dream is there any
more. I think we better start worrying sbout survival now. Things are
bad, more so than most people reslise. For a while, Burope had a chance
to get out of the interdependance and creste 2 third world, But De Galle
has stopped that. Perhaps there is still » chance that Europe can be
united and not follow the imericans down their road to Hell, Perhaps, 1
haven't seen any signs yot that that blessing has a chance to cone about.
Oh certainly there ars strenghs herc that the smericans badly need.
Culture, lawfulness, and most of all, an cnjoyment of life and recognition
of other people's feelings. But the faults are here too, I think it is
unneeessary to mention the currcnt ceonomic problems of England and France,
You can believe that you have no racial problems and I won't argue with
you any more, Your schools and students sre calm, Most of the time. And
there are no religious problems, if you ignore the Indians and the Irish,
Ucions in France and England are uncontrolled and becoming 2 destructive
force the americans can't match, Yot, No, we are all going together...
Unless. Well unless what? Whet can change this downhill ridc on greased
tracks? I don't know, I see a little promise in the rejection by the
younger people of the way of life they arc pushed into. But it is a smell
segment of the youth, There are still the ten million Wallace voters to
consider, feligion? The churches have failed in every previous major
upheaval, Oh, they always manage to save their own skins. Lock at the
Vatican in World War. 1l. Revolution? Violently, yet? I don't think so.
In fect I think it woulddo just thc opposite. Look who has the guns in
Americe and whose side the police and militia would be on. What the hell
can you do? It is like onc of these nightmares where you watch a loved
one being slowly killed, and you can do nothing becsuse your feet are in
invisible quicksend and your hands are paralysed. What the hell can you



Letters 7

do that will have the slightest effect on the sickness?...Ethel, here is

a quote for your imerican Dream from Stewart nilsop, “There are many fact-
ors, other than Vietnam and De Gaulle, that heve promoted a rebirth of
american isolationism. But perhaps the most powerful factor of all was
Lee Harvey Oswald!s bullet, For the bullet that tore through John Kenn—
edy's head scems to have torn something vital out of the country's soul,
eroding both our idealism and our sclf-confidence, turning the country

in angrily upon itself," I don't really agree with that, T think more of
a great predator, sick and maimed, seeking his lair to die out of sight of
the other snimals. ind he is not really behaving rationally even for an
animal, i1l he can think of is to attack anything that stands between him
and his dying place. &nd sometimes he even gets delirious and doesn't
know he is sick and tries to act like he did before,...You really can't use
this for publication at such a late date. So I'm going to send a copy to
John Brunner. Maybe I can get him to expend some of his ideas. I would-
certainly be interested in anything that points to less than destruction
of %he #merican peoples and their wey of living,"™**It's never too late to
carry on a discussion in a fanzine letter column,.cven a quarterly scehdule
one! I raused more before the length of your letter; but then I could not
resist publication., Honest indignation is always foseinsting to read; an
outsider's view of one's own country is always illuminating; end the dial-
ogue between my imerican and British readers has elways been a major force
in keeping this fanzine going. Your idea of sending on a copy of the letter
to John was a heppy one..for I am now able to print his reply right away®**

Dear Billy,
Carbon to Fihel. Yery hastily, becsuse we've just been told that
the loan we applied for to buy a house with has been approved and from this
dey things are going to be frantic but frantici..I'm much impressed with the
documentation of your counter to my argument concerning news-dissemination
in the US and I'm pleased to find that the trend which wes so marked at the
time when Liebling?my quoted source)was commenting on the press has been
halted or even reversed .- nuybe the anti-trust laws have something to do

with this? If I had time, though - which I don't ~ I think I could show
that the situstion isn't exactly rosy at present, through reference to the
ragular reports fron the US vhich appear in the official organ of the NUT

The Journalist. I belong to the Union and receive its monthly publications,
and there's a column on the back page devoted to the dmerican scens in which
several times a year news of the proposed mergers, cessation of publications,
etc.,appears. But this isn't absolutely to the point. Let me hurry forward
2 bit in this letter of yours to the bit whero you mention the faults of the
British nows media....Yes, very valid. There's the classic telc of the news-
paper placerd which read:FOG IN CHANNEL ~CONTINENT ISOL.TED, oné that says
everything that's wrong with our news, Luckily, though, this isn't the sum
total of what we're exposed to, I'll cite a couplc of examples which bother
me personally. Consider the point which decided Friendly to quit: the TV
chain he was working for in the Sates; at & peak hour there wos the choice
between an important senate committes hearing end a fifth re-run of a Lucy
Show, and they put out the latter, and Friendly resigned. I don't blame

hinm. 4nd consider the crucisl difference between British and Jnmerican com—
mercial TV; the latter uses shows bought and paid for by the sponsor, whereas
under our system only the advertising slots can be bought and it was the
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competition of RBC non~commcrcial documentaries which forced ITV companies
to develop their own -now admirable -documentery series in order to grab a
larger slice of the viewing publie. I think this suggests we'lre marginally
ahead in that respect..,But as to prejudice, particularly race prejudice:
vho's saying it doesn't exist here? To wy dismay, 1've found rabid xeno-
phobia even smong members of the London Circle, when one might have hoped
thst as SF readers they would rcgerd people as people ~ citizens of earth,
They don't — I've heard from people at the Globe opinions that would be
approved by Enoch Powcll{may be rot)...Exclusion of Jews from Florida
resorts? Yes, I'm afreid so, up to cbout Will; personal information from
Floridians and ex-Floridians is wmy sourca. The signs at the entrances and
the publicity brochures used to say in discreet lettering RESTRICTED CLI-
ENTELE, meaning white Scntile. But I know all about thc British equivel-
ant of this - I don't suppose many people around nowadays have dug as deep-
1y into that subject as I have, and I can comzend books like Douglas Reed's
Insanity Fair ond All Our Yosterdays and Disgrace .ibounding as evidence of
anti-Semitism even arong those British intellcetuals who were fervently
opposed to Hitler, For a country jnhabited by mongrel stock whose commer-
cisl success wes founded on giving rcfuge to people such as Jewish bankers
and Huguenot wcavers, we're developing a tcrriblc cose of parochialisn
lately!...If I weren t in such 2 frantic hurry -apologies! ~I'd follow up
g1l the points in deteil. I con't; I'd have to start quoting from printed
sources, ond that's a risk 1 daren't tokc because once I start I find llve
spent an hour reading through sonething I'd forgotton about...."***Thanks,
John, for taking the tinc to writec this. Betwcen the two of you -- you have
covered quite a lot of fertile ground for discussion. I don't know if Billy
has ever scen our TV,,I knov he docs not have a set.

Harry Warner "It may be too late to prove the matter, one way or
423 Sumnit ive the other. But I have a sneaking suspicion that the

Hagerstown World Science Fiction Conventions got that grandiose

Morylond.217/0 title for a ridiculous reason: becousc 2 world's fair

was held in New York City in the same year as the first worldcon, I‘ve
never found any written evidence to show that the con was nmmed after the
fair ond the chances are that thirty years later, you would get a half~
dozen different menories if you 2sked a hal f-dozen NYC fans who were active
at the time. But it scems certain that the biggest convention ever was
arranged in New York that yeer becouse the world's fair would serve &as an
additional reason for sone fans to make the trip, Moreover, there are
several pessages in The Irmortal Storn that seems to link the "world" in
the con's nane with the world's fair designation, Wouldn't it be silly
if this new controversy resulted fron the fact that nobody renmembered to
drop "world" fron the convention's designation when the second national
ovent was held in Chicago?...But in defense of ny favorite sport, I should
point out that there is no real sinilarity between fandon's nisuse of
hyorldeon" and the bnseball World Series. For one thing, there's not the
slightest doubt thai the best basebnll in the world is played in the Us.
Major league teams fron this nation go to Japan every other fall to play
the best teans in that nation end alweys win nost of the ganes, Mony
major league players join teans in Centrel and South Anerica during the
winter months and in that competition the pitchers and batters have such
improved records that the corpetition nmust be weaker. Burope and Austral-
ia don't have enough baseball to count, And for another thing, I'll have
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you kmow that mejor league baseball is now an international effair, Mont-
real is now a member of the National League, es a rcsult of expansion.”
w%] glweys understood that the only teams that played in the World Series
were American ones..but now you tell me a Montreal tcam joins in,.wow.....
guoss that makes it World alright! Sorty, Harry, I just couldn't resist
that; I dom't really want to interfere with your favourite sport! As to
the Worldcons, I'm sure that this is something that Emerican fandom will
have to sort out for themselves..I don't sce how anyone olse can "take"

it from them..if they want to hold onto the title,***

Darroll Pardoe MIt's an interesting indictment of most of the newer
95 E,l2th St British Fans to read your quote from Brym Fortey "Mike
Columbus Ashley was for quite a spell Britain's Mr Fandom". To
Ohio. 43201 anyone with either a sense of timebinding(which I agree

with Ted White is the main missing factor in prescnt day UK fandom)or any
contact at all with US or German fandom, such a statement is plain ridic—
ilous. To make it at all shows sadly narrow horizons.,.I still think the
trouble all started with the New Wave of 1963, They DID deliberately set
out to isolate themselves from the main stream of British fandom up till
then, and I think they influenced later newcomers, and a tradition, almost
of isolation was set up."

Mary Reed ", .the excellent Jecves contrib on butlers, Did it

5 Park Close grow from the Jeevsonian, as it were, headlines which
Longmeadow have recently been in the papers, Terry? I onjoyed it
Stevenage.Herts immensely especially the detective work, I must tell

you an anecdote concerning butlers, When I lived in Banbury,l lunched at

a Chinese Restuarant and generally sat begide the samc chep. He told me he
had some friends who live in 2 sort-of stately manor, One day they were in
the drawing-room having tea, when the butler knocked, entered, and informed
the man of the house that a blackbird was sbout to fall down the chimney,
Which it promptly did on cue. They'd apparently beon taking potshots at it,
Now I know this loses something in the translation, but I still find it
jrmensely funny®, "**Well, I did too..I could just see that butler, no doubt
carrying a tray!"

Ron Bennett "This business of going to a fan gathering and fecling
45 Namly Garden left out and not being invited to join a group of young-
Singapore,10 er fans,,,0h come now,Ethel. Things weren't so much

difforent when we were both neos(my first convention was also the SuperMan~
Con of 1954), Let's imagine that you and I and several others,youngfen all,
are attending our first con. Let's take two different situations, First of
all let's suppose that you walk into the lounge where arc gathered several
groups of fans, Ken Bulmer, Walt Willis,Mike Roscnblum and various other
established fans are in one group. They see you, a ncofan, and invite you
over to join them, Grest,great. Now let's take the situation where you and
I and our contemporary neos are sitting in a group. Let's say that Ken or
Walt walk in. You've never met him but kmow him by reputation from reading
fanzineg. Lell me.,truthfully,..are you, 3 merc neo, going to invite a BNF
over to it in with you? I don't think the situation happened in our day
and I don't think that it happens now". ***Ag a neo I knew who Ken and Walt
were, At the Oxcon Ella and I got talking to some young fans..and one of them
assured Flla she would wnderstand fandom today much better; if she knew more
about the BSFA, ***
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Joe Patrizio HThim Linwood's letter triggers me off inte saying some-

7 Oakwood Rd thing about four letter words (the ungentlemenly and un-
Bricket Wood ladylike sort). Of all the bocks I have read where these
St. Albans. words appear, the one that really stends out is ROCK WAGRAM
Herts. by William Saroyan. It was only used once, and occurs when

a friend of the hero dies, - It's been a long and deep friendship, and when
Wagram hears ofthe death he just says "Fuck", and the amount of feeling that
the author gets into that one word is amazing. And what I am trying to say
in all this, is that I disagree with Jhim when he says that he thinks the
words will be used in their ‘proper’ context when everybody gets used to
them, To my mind, their proper use is as expletives; Lawrence was flying in
the face ~f language and will fail In his effort to get the words. used in .
their original way....some writers tend to forget that a word (1ike most
other things) tends to lose its edge with overuse. Mike Moorcock, in his
letter, says that he didn't even notice the lenguage in BJB; then all I can
say is what was it doing there? If the use of these words were either boring
(as the letters and reviews 1've seen suggest)or not noticisble, it strikes
me there was @ remarksble degree of redundancy in the story and Mike, as
editor, should have got rid of it.....Chris Priest's letter contains the
seeds of its own destruction within it. How can he argue agsinst a Lunar
landing while at the same time spout about the nenefits of orhital svace
stations ete? When the Americans sent up theirs they didn't know that

they would be able to see dormant potato blight. So far there has baen

a considerable beneficial{fall—out from the space programs—-the Anmerican
space programs—-gnd there s no reason to believe that this state of affairs
will not continue. And even if we(the human race)didn't get an economic
return for s Lunar landing, I would still think that it would be worth it
allo-but then I'm not paying for it, I must admit, and what really matters
is whether or not the Americans think like this . ‘

Terry Jeeves iWhy do fanzines arrive in waves{no pun on New Wave in-
30 Thompson Rd tended)? After a few weeks of virtual non-activity a
Sheffisld.S118RE shower, gaggle, bevy or what-heve-you all thump through
the letter box at once. Vhat about 2 contest to choose a collective noun
for e number of fanzines,. ,bhow about..a filling of fanzines?...Have watched
the new BBC series and they seem to be making an honest try at presenting
SF. So far they heve been feirly well done, the only drawback being a
tendency to choose stories which involve humans in everyday situations
because these need 1little special effects..vis the Brunner yern, NAKED
SUN was more ambitious, ond generally well produced, but I didn't like the
reduction to absurdity of Daneel Olivew. Hor did I like the stupid futur-
istic costumes in most of these shots..edd high collars, pointed epaulettes,
and military style jackets seems %o ba the formula, In the NAKED SUN, I
also didn't feel that the murder motive came across well,.nor did the idea
of being on another plenet..and as for the woman co-ordinator,.how hammy
can you get?"™**[i gets more difficult all the time to think up a futuristic
costime~—just take & look at some of the latest styles--I'd say it's one of
the toughest things for someone to forsee what will come next***

My thanks to the many letter-writers, my apologies to those whose letters
had to be shortened for lack of spacc.. Ethel Lindsay.
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Nigel's ambition is to live to 100 and still be fit enough to
enjoy his love life.

Every morning he runs a mile before breakfast, This keeps his
heart and lungs in condition and gives him unlimited staying power. He
prides himself on having a resting heart rete of 60 beats a minute which
he can work up to 150 with strenuous exercise, He is the only man I know
who will stop in the middle of snogging to feel his pulse.

No matter what happens he slways keeps calm and cheerful and
never worries. This keeps him free from psychosomatic ailments such as
headaches, indigestion and nervous twitches. And if any task seems too
big for him to tackle he has the strength and will power to be able to
abandon it.

Bet!s very careful what he eats and refuses white bread because
it 15 made from mirdered flour, White sugar is out too because that has
also been murdered, He takes cyder vinegar and honey because the netives
of Vermont still do & full day's work in the fields at 80, HNot that he's
ever done much work in the fields in his life,.,..only got up to mischief,

He eats Fertile Foods such as seeds, nuts and roois because they
give him Dynamic Energy. But if you should ever catch his fast asleep in
the evening he's not really asleep.....Just relaxing his face muscles and
doing his deep breathing. And if he apnears to be suffering an attack of
the cramps it's more likely to be his isomatric exercises.

He doesn't take vitamin pills any more because you can get all
the vitamins, minerals and enzymes you need from Nature. Unfortunately
he has to eat such a lot of different things thet he has difficulty in
fitting them all into his daily routine.

He carries his tucker box around with him sc that he can seize
any precious spare moment to guts down a prune or a fig or a sunflower
ceed. 1In the evening he tots up what he's hed, and if it's been a part-
jeularly bad day and he's been served no-good food at each meal, then he
has to eat the rest of his quota, One thing I won't let him do is munch
his carrot and crack his nuts while I'm wstching the telly, so he has to
wait until he gets home. If he should have a raw onion and cahbage leaf
to get through as well this will make him late for bed, and then he has
either to abandon his run in the morning or lose half an hour's sleep.
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He will probably choose the latter even though it will mean he runs the
risk of nodding off during the following evening whilst we are dmooching,
which will give me the screaming abdabs and him nervous tension, which
will make him smoke an extra cigarette that he doesn't want.

He gete his ideas from Magazine articles and library -books and
is always eager to learn something new. Suppose for instance he should
read that eating tapioca prevents the Black Death..,.he'll think it over
and then either say "Rubbish!" or else he can't wait to go out and buy
some tapioca. He will also expect me to eat it, and if T don't he will
feel sorry fo: me and think I'm an idiot. He'll also think that everybody
else who doesn't eat tapioca is an idiot, until one day he reads about how
they hove discovered that there is after all no connection between tapioca
and the Blacl: Death,

I'11 never forget one day when I was serving up his favourite
fizh and chips, He had just learned about cholesterol in the blood stream,
and my goodness....,you should have seen his face! He was hotrified, You
would have thougit I was giving him poison.

When he retires from work he would like to run an old folk's
home snd give them the benefit of his wisdom, But I can just imagine him
routing the poor old dears from their beds to go for a Tun over the Downs,
and then having to gnash their poor old gums on nuis and shredded cabbage.

Just lately though he is becoming a little more human, Cne
bitterly cold Ssturdsy morning he came in clutching a paver bag, said
"Bugger the diet!' and put a large Chester cake under the grill to warm
for his canteen, DNow he eats at least one thing. every day that he shouldn't
just to prove.that he!s not a famatic. He will also occasionally hurl my
cushions about the room and shout naughty words, beceuse a little adrenalin
in the blood stream does you good,

Anyway, he does persevere even though I tell him only donkeys
eat raw carrots, and you have to admit that he is never sick. If he should
ever appear to be under the weather it's only because his body is fighting
off a most deadly bug which, if it attacked any half-fit person like you
or me, would lay us up for a week.

And it's ouite true what he says,....you never see a donkey in
a doctor's waiting room.

liclen Highwater.




On Men and Women,....One of the fascinating things about STAND CN ZANZIBAR
e Brunner's ideas on the slang of the fature, In particular I am think-
ine of the word 'shiggie! for women. Nowadays the favourite word seems to
bo 'bird': and I guess a shiggie is as arcbohls & word az bird in the
future. It's Tothor an odd phenomena ol togothsr tlie woy man heve 4lwsys
theusht uo a niolmomae for women, T've wondered if it has semsthing to do
with mele haghfulness. A girl will say quite naturslly Fmy bey-Lrlopd® i
whe f8n't doying it boggtfullys but a boy will find it esaier to say 'my
birg®., Jt mekes him sound @ hit tough about it..no tind here that he mey
have been corelled by scme enit of a girl. I thint this must be the ex-—
planation, for women nave never bothered to think wp = nle¥name tfor men,

On tne whole, women are much less worried ahout their femininlty than
men are about thele masculinity, Ses all those men with o disiilke for
tonorn——and =z Ttho axplanntion for the dislike that they came out with!
Tet, this may b* chunging with lots of other things ir our culture. Long
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hair is felt by the older generation to be a sign of femininity in men;
but obviously the young men of today do not feel this, In fact, young
men of today seem much more relaxed about the whole subject and much less
worried about this masculinity fear, Would some young reader like to test
my theory by giving his reaction to tenors?

Should this levelling ocut of the sexes continue one wonders if the nec-
essity for a nickname for women will continue....and so will there be any
shiggies after all?

On newspapers.,..I cannot agree with Billy's condemnation cof our newspapers
as easily as does “ohn Brunner. For one thing I am by no means sure that
US newspapers are as good as Billy says, When A1 Lewis last visited here
he brought me a complete copy of a Los Angeles newspaper, I found a thin
column of news marching up the centre of the page with double columns of
adverts on either side, It was a bulky paper; but take away the adverts
and a very slim newspaper would have appeared. Compare the amount of
space devoted to social news in the New York Times and our own Times as
snother check. All those debutantes' using up precious news space! At
our next election which American newspaper should I read to find out which
MP has won in my hometown of Dundee?

Our worst papers are, of course, atrocious., I would name the EXPRESS
and the SKETCH as the two worst. These were the papers Michael Frayn was
undoubtedly thinking about when he wrote of compterised newspapers in his
THE TIN MEN. Then there is the MIRROR, another trashy thing which lots
of people excused themselves from reading on the grounds that they liked
to read CASSARDRA, I never felt myself that even CASSANDRA was enough to
make up for the rest of the paper. The DAILY MAIL is about the same level
as the MIRROR, except that it hes a right-wing bias instead of a left-wing
one,

To me the two papers most worthwhile are the GUARDIAN and the TIMES in
that order. I just eannot agree that these papers do not give a good cover-
age of overseas news, The GUARDIAN in particular has more then one good
American correspondant; Alastair Cooke has deone much throught the years to
expound the American way of living, Henry Brandon of the TIMES is ‘also
excellent in covering the political scene. In the Sunday papers, ,the
OBSERVER and SUNDAY TIMES one finds long and interesting articles about
every aspect of foreign affairs. One thinks of Anthony Lewis on American
affairs and Victor Zorza on Russian, We even have a good evening paper -
the EVENING STANDARD which has two regular reporters Sam White from Paris
and Jeremy Campbell from Washington. These two rather tend to dwell upon
personalities in their reporting btut are enlightening nevertheless,

Then there is the DATLY TELEGRAPH; it is a conservative paper but still
very objective in its reporting. It contains regular reports upon American
politics and I found it one of the best when it came to following the recent
Presidential election,

Billy's particular complaint - that no mention was made of what Governors
were elected I would concede. Only the better-known Governors such as
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Rockefeller and Reagen are known over here; but Mayor Lindsay and Mayor
Daley have been written up often. Also, Wallace and Maddox have had
plenty publicity., One of the things any reporter must remember when
writing of American polities is that %o the average Briton it is a very
‘strange affair indeed. FRarely will you meet many people who understand
exactly the power of a Governor or Senator, The workings of American
government are a bit of a mystery to many Britons.

Mind you the publication of books by writers like T.H.White over here
has meant that public comprehension has become greater, Films help too,
ones like ADVISE AND CONSENT and THE BEST MAN, One of the best possible
| educators' was a TV series featuring & young State Senator(for one thing
that cleared up the difference between a State Senator and a USCongress
Senator). Unfortunately this did not do well in the US ratings and the
series was abandoned. Another unfortunate thing was the closing down of
the Library at the US Embassy here, I used to be able to go in and borrow
books about the US and browse through all the current newspapers,

If Billy thinks that English newspapers are insular - he ought to see
the Scottish ones! They are ten times worse. Scottish news dominates
them and news from outside Scotland is confined to small paragraphs. This
‘applies to both the SCOTTISH DAILY EXPRESS and the SCOTTISH DAILY MAIL.,.
It is impossible to buy the English editions of these newspapers in Scot-
leand. The SCOTSMAN +tries to emulate the TIMES and is about the best that
can be bought

I haven't mentioned the DAILY HERALD, This paper was the one that came
into my home for years, as it supported Labour. 1 can remember though say-
ing to my Mother that I was fed up with it, and really couldn't be inter-
ested in what Jenny Lee was doing on her holiday! Recently I persuaded my
Father to cancel it and take the TIMES instead, As it had been bought by
Cocil King, & man whome he detested, he wesm't hard to persvade.

Newspapers are a kind of drug to me,.I must have my daily dosage or I
may bite chunks out of the carpet. Each day I read -—my own copy of the
GUARDIAM, the maid's copy of the EXPRESS, the sister's copy of the TELEG-
RAPH, Then I buy the EVENING STANDARD, I would be a very well-informed

person if I could only ever remember the half of it,
o e B AR R AR IR R

That!s it for another issue, Remember it's EDDIE JONES FOR TAFF,,...
and HEIDELBERG in 1970.

Day Dream....Now if I had a magic wand and could wave it over these
finished stencils and -hey presto-SCOTTISHE all finished--no running off
to do...no collating,.no beastly staples,.l bet you think I'd be doing
away with all the fun}

Ethel Lindsay.
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GOTHIQUE

Now 1n its 4th. year of
publication, and having achieved the
largest circulation of any English
fangine, Gothique is fast being
regarded as the macabre-fantasy
field's most informative and critical
publication. Gothique brings you
comprehensive coverage of the
literary and cinematic worlds by
enthusiaats, both pro and fan.

Lavishly illustrated throughout
with gtillg and artwork by this
country's largest and most talented
group of fantasy artists, Gothique's
complete offset-lithoe format makes
for excellent reproduction, second
to none.

Publications

DAVE GRIFFITHS + STAN NICHOLLS

Stardock

In an attempt to cover the wvast
and diverse fantasy/science fiction
field, Stardock was created as a
companion magazine to Gothique.
Il1lustrated throughout with artwork
end stills, it touches all aspects
of the genre with features, reviews,
poetry and a beautifully reproduced
art portfolio each issue.

Both magazines are
avallable from the address
below at 3/- (40 ¢) each,
which ineludes postage.

Putlications

Editorial Address: 5S8t.John’s Wood Terrace St.John's Wood London NW.8 England







